


Overview of the program
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1. What is the Community Data Program?

2. What datasets are available through the program?

3. What have members done with the data?

4.   Welcome to communitydata.ca

5. How do I find data?

6. Where do I find tools and resources? 

Program

Website



WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY DATA 
PROGRAM?
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The CDP

• Created to track poverty in 
neighbourhoods

• Shares cost of data
• Focuses on small area 

geography from Statistics 
Canada and private sector 
sources

• Helps analyze and report on 
socioeconomic trends

• Administered by CCEDNet
• Established in the 1990s by 

Canadian Council on Social 
Development
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The Consortium Model

• A consortium: Legal group of organizations 
focused on the implementation of a public 
service goal

• There is one consortium for each local region

– Examples include Red Deer, Waterloo Region, York 
Region, New Brunswick and Winnipeg 

• Functions as a Community Development entity

• The Lead for each consortium participates in 
the leadership and development of the CDP
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The Community Data Network
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Examples of Members

Municipal governments

Local United Way chapters

Community health centres

Social planning councils

School boards

Immigration and youth services

Libraries

Economic development agencies
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The Community Data Network

Community Data Consortia: 30+

Consortium Member Organisations: 350+

Registered Individuals: 1,500+
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What can you do with the CDP? 

1. Monitor and report on trends

2. Acquire customized data

3. Reduce costs

4. Build capacity

5. Advocate for community data
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What do members get?
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Data Capacity building Networking

Direct access to web-
based customized 
community data

Data analysis tools and 
training

National network with 
teleconferences and 
annual face-to-face 

events
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WHAT DATASETS ARE AVAILABLE 
THROUGH THE PROGRAM?
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Broadly speaking…

• Smallest possible geographic scale

– Always sub-provincial

– Lower- and upper-tier municipalities

– Neighbourhood-level where possible (DA, CT)

• Custom Statistics Canada data 

– Custom cross-tabulations

– Custom boundaries

• Analysis, reporting, visualization tools

• Links to open data
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Themes

Crime

Health

Cultural 
Identity

Demographics
Education 

Work

Housing

Income 
Finances
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Census and Taxfiler (T1FF) data
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Census and NHS
Standard Census geographies and 

custom geographies

• Community profiles

• Target group profiles

• Cross-tabulations 
(standard and custom)

• Community Poverty Project 
(custom for CDP)

Taxfiler (T1FF)
Standard postal geographies and some 

Census geographies

• Family data

• Individual data

• Seniors

• Financial data and charitable 
donations

• Migration

• Income inequality and working 
poverty (custom for CDP)



Other small area data
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Canadian Business 
Counts

Census Tract and Census 
Subdivision

Credit Report 
Characteristics
Six-digit Postal Code

Shelter Capacity 
Report (ESDC)

Municipalities

Postal Code 
Conversion File

Building Permits

Census Subdivision

Insolvency Data

Forward Sortation Area



WHAT HAVE OTHER MEMBERS 
DONE WITH THE DATA?
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https://www.calgaryeconomicde
velopment.com/assets/Uploads/
Calgary-Census-2016-
Infographic.pdf

City of Calgary: Economic 
Development Census 2016 
Infographic



WDG: Report Cards on the Well-
Being of Children
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http://www.wdgreportcard.com/en/index.aspx

http://www.wdgreportcard.com/en/index.aspx


Simcoe Muskoka: Health Stats

19

http://www.simcoemuskokahealthstats.org



SHOW ME THE DATA!
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Communitydata.ca/data



Next steps…

Users of an existing Member 
Organization can register for a 
free account on the website.

Non-member Organizations can 
be a part of the Community Data 
network by joining an existing 
Data Consortium.

Or start a local Data Consortium 
as a lead, and create a local 
network.
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Visit
www.communitydata.ca

or

Send us an email at 
information@communitydata.ca
to know more about membership

22

http://www.communitydata.ca/
mailto:information@communitydata.ca

